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chest he compared to " the Kee]Lc)f,a^Slug inverted, or the Breast
of a Hen or Capon, for the middle riseth to a point and the sides
are pressed down.5* Glisson was one of the three great clinical
physicians of the seventeenth century, the other two being
Mayerne and Sydenham. Those were the pioneers of the study
of clinical medicine in England.

Sir THEODORE TURQUET OF MAYERNE, near Geneva, who is
usually called, simply, Mayerne (1573-1655), studied medicine
at Heidelberg and Montpellier, and practised for a time in Paris.1
In 1611 he settled in London, where his skill as a physician soon
won for him an immense reputation.2 He became a Fellow of the
Royal College of Physicians and Physician to King James I, who
honoured him with knighthood. He edited the first edition (1618)
of the Pharmacopoeia of the College of Physicians, and although
some of his prescriptions contain such ingredients as powdered
human skull, the blood of weasels, and " balsam of bats," he was
responsible for the introduction of calomel and of the mercurial
lotion known as " black wash.'3 3 That Mayerne was a careful
observer is shown by his record of the medical history of James I,
still preserved in the British Museum (Sloane MS.). He writes
that the king, now aged fifty-seven years, " has a very steadfast
brain, which was never disturbed by the sea, by drinking wine, or
by driving in a coach.'5 He is " easily affected by cold," " bolts
his food owing to want of teeth," and " has the strongest antipathy
to water and all watery drinks." Mayerne goes on to describe
the king's former illnesses, noting everything, and producing a
record which might well serve as a pattern of case-taking.4 The
king cared little about the causes of illness, but demanded relief
from pain, and he must have caused a good deal of trouble to
Mayerne, who writes that, " The King laughs at medicine and
declares physicians to be of very little use and hardly necessary."
The above quotations are from the translation by Sir Norman
Moore, the original manuscript being in Latin.
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